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MESSAGE

With the 11th edition of Kolkata International Children’s Film Festival
set to roll out, let me extend my warm wishes for its success and take
a look back to review how far we have travelled since it was conceived
with the initiative of Hon’ble Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

The KICFF, over the years, went past several milestones and is now
gradually becoming a platform for cultural exchanges among
countries, a stage for open discussion and confabulations among the
filmmakers, the critics and the viewers and a place for rejuvenating
and nurturing of young minds. I wish to see it going from strength to
strength in the coming years.

I must extend my appreciation for Shishu Kishore Akademi for
organizing such a festival successfully over the past years and
congratulate everyone associated with this 11th edition which
promises to offer a rich fare. Between 22nd and 28th January, the
festival will screen 116 films from 30 countries, reflecting how it has
extended its reach and reputation. There will be a total of eight venues,
including the Nandan-RabindraSadan complex.

The theme of this year’s KICFF is “fantasy”, and we sincerely hope
that the films screened will positively impact the young viewers,
fostering their creativity, stimulating their imagination and inspiring
them to overcome challenges and achieving goals, as often seen in
the movies of this genre.

I once again extend my best wishes for the success of this grand

festival.

(Indranil Sen)
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Message

As we prepare to unveil the 11th edition of the Kolkata International Children’s Film Festival
(KICFF), | am pleased to extend my heartfelt greetings and best wishes for its grand
success. This festival, initiated under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, has grown remarkably over the years, evolving into a vibrant celebration
of children’s cinema and an important cultural event.

KICFF has, over the years, emerged as a key forum for cultural dialogue, boosting creative
exchanges among filmmakers, critics, and young audiences. It has become a unique space
for nurturing young minds, encouraging open discussion, and generating fresh perspectives.
| am confident that this festival will expand its horizons in the years to come.

| commend the tireless efforts of Shishu Kishore Akademi in successfully organizing KICFF
year after year, and | congratulate all those involved in making the 11th edition a reality. This
year’s festival, scheduled from 22nd to 28th January, promises a rich cinematic experience,
featuring 116 films from 30 countries across eight venues, including the iconic Nandan-
Rabindra Sadan complex.

The chosen theme for this year’s festival, “fantasy,” is particularly exciting. We hope that the
carefully curated films will not only entertain but also spark imagination, foster creativity, and
inspire young minds to dream big, face challenges, and pursue their goals with
determination.

Once again, | extend my best wishes to everyone involved in making this festival a grand
success. May KICFF continue to illuminate the lives of our young viewers and strengthen
Kolkata’s standing as a hub of cinephiles.

(Santanu Basu)
Principal Secretary
Information and Cultural Affairs Department
&

1" Kolkata International Children’s Film Festival

Chairman, 1
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Our journey began in 2011. This
year we step mto the 11th edition
of the Kolkata International Children's
Film Festival. The COVID pandemic
prevented us from holding the festival
for three years. But as soon as the dark
shadow of the epidemic lifted, the festival
returned in its former glory.

The maugural film this year was ‘Elham’.
Directed by Dhruva Harsh. Since this 1s
a children’s film festival, 1t was decided
from the mception that the mauguration
would be done by children. This year
on 22nd January the maugural lamp at
the Festival was lit by the protagonists of
the film 'Elham’, Taio Chan and Totto
Chan. The director Dhruva Harsh was
also present. The closing film 1s Bipul
Sharma’s 'Pravas’. A hundred and sixteen
films from 30 countries of the world are
being showcased at the festival in 8 venues
mcluding Nandan and Rabindra Sadan.

The theme for the festival this year
1s Fantasy. The ‘Harry Potter’ series i1s
very much there, as well as the all-time
favourites, “I'he Lion King’, ‘Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang,” and others.

Arpita Ghosh || Director
Kolkata International Children's Filim Festival

The entire Nandan and Rabindra Sadan premises have
been dressed as Fantasy Land, keeping in mind this year's
theme. Characters from various films have mingled with
audiences. Several classic films are being shown at the open-
air theatre, Ektara Mancha: ‘Jurassic Park’, ‘Sonar Kella’,
‘E'T: The Extra-Terrestrial,’ and ‘Patalghar’ are some of them.
In the World Cinema section, some highly acclaimed films
like ‘Big Dream’, ‘Nice View’, ‘Lassie;: a New Adventure’,
‘Living Large” and ‘Block Five’ are being screened for all.
Documentary films and short films by the young and new
have been given precedence.

In the Gaganendra Shilpapradarshashala, this year too,
an exhibition on filmmaking and its various techniques is on
display for the future cineastes.

A daly bulletin, Bioscoper Baksho (Bioscope Box) with
news and snippets about films, visitors, and dignitaries present
at the festival 1s being published. The seven-day festival will
conclude on 28th January. A large crowd of young people,
in a merry mood, exchanging notes, is a regular feature here.
An interest in filmmaking 1s growing amongst youngsters.
This is a good sign, as these festivals are also cradles for new
talents to be nurtured: actors and technicians both. This 1s a
big takeaway for us. When we started in 2011, we wanted to
present good films to youngsters, but deep in the heart we
also hoped new talents would be nurtured.

i
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iims specifically for children have been made through the ages. Some of them are animated, some adventure

features , some based on mmagination. Well known Bengali filmmakers from the past like Satyajit Ray,
Mrinal Sen, Tapan Sinha have all made films for children. And so has Walt Disney. The question is, who are
children and what 1s it that attracts children? A child viewer could be between the ages of 2 to 7 or another
group from 8 to 12, and yet another from 13 to 18. Fach age group 1s attracted by different genres of films. The
animation films that hittle children watch may seem childish to a teenager, a teenage adventure film talking of
history or dependent on solving riddles may go beyond the understanding of the very young, those below seven
years. Therefore it is a Herculean task curating a festival for children.

This 1s what has been done for the last 10 years by the Shishu Kishore Academy and now as one steps ito
the 11th year of the Kolkata International Children's Film Festival, the chosen theme 1s Fantasy! On the one
hand we have the classical film ‘Heerak Rajar Deshe’, on the other the entire ‘Harry Potter’ series or closer
home the ‘Sonada’ series that started in 2018. Films from China to Poland, Russia to Iran and beyond have
been collected for the festival. Happy viewing to all.
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INAUGURAL FILM

hruva Harsh, the director of "Elham"
(Revelation), had been fond of
amimals and birds since childhood.

An English literature scholar, Dhruva
1s a writer as well; in short, a creative
personality with a never-wavering focus
on the humane aspects of life. He recently
completed a documentary on the lives of
handrickshaw-pullers in Kolkata. "Elham"
has travelled to festivals in Dhaka and
England before being selected as the
opening film of the 11" edition of the
Kolkata International Children’s Film
Festival (KICFF).

The flmmaker, who hals from
UP, remembers three of his childhood
companions -- a parrot, a rabbit and a dog.
He loved them very much but could not
save any of them and felt terribly guilty
about 1it. The memories and the sadness
of parting remained, finding expression in
"Elham", Dhruva said. Longing for the days
gone by has been woven into the story.

It 1s the story of Faizan and Dodu, of
their mutual trust and friendship.

Faizan 1s a boy from a labourer family

Of Friendship and Faith

Siladitya Sen || Film Commentator

m Awadh region, growing up amid the green fields and forest
under the open blue sky. Dodu 1s his silk-white goat. Faizan
feeds him mango leaves and roti (Indian bread), and looks
after him with great care. They are best of friends. His mother
constantly knits in her leisure time. One day as Faizan sees
his mother knitting a sweater for him, he requests her to knt
one for Dodu too.

But as Fid approaches, the time comes for the goat to be
sacrificed as per custom. How can that happen when Faizan
and Dodu are such close companions? A forest-dwelling
mendicant, a fakir, then pays a visit and tells his parents that
they should not break his innocent faith and trust. Children
do not follow the thought process of elders. Their mind
1s pure and unadulterated; their world 1s full of joy. They
cannot 1magine their playmates or friends being harmed n
any manner during a festival.

The film sends the message of how, in our country,
festivals can help people get together and focus on the
positive aspects, while setting aside rules and rituals.

That 1s why, this has been chosen as the inaugural or
'udbodhani' film. The synonym of 'udbodhan' in Hindi
and Bengali 1s Jagaran’ (awakening); the elaborate meaning
1s “remembering things which have been forgotten”. The
movie will remind you about the harmony among animals,
birds, nature and man, and will rekindle love and friendship
among all of you.
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Dhruva Harsh

lham, directed by Dhruva Harsh, follows a young boy,

Faizan, and his bond with a goat named Dodu, bought
for an FKid-al-Adha sacrifice. The story delves into themes
of love, empathy, and cultural traditions, portraying Faizan's
emotional journey as he grapples with the sacrificial ritual and
hisatfectionfor Dodu. Celebrated forits touchingnarrative, the
film has been featured at multiple international festivals,
captivating audiences with its gentle exploration of human-
animal connections and the spirit of compassion.
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CLOSING FILM

‘ ‘ That is more valuable? Money
or human dignity? Can dignty

flower m poverty? Is dignity dependant
on affluence? Can human dignity fight
and overcome a situation created by
poverty? These are some of the questions
raised by 'Pravas’, the closing film of
Kolkata Internation Children's Film
Festival (KICFF) this year. Pravas is a
small boy from a little known hamlet near
Ahmedabad. His father is a daily wage
labourer and the family struggles to survive
on his meagre earnings.

The daughter had to quit her education
after school even though she was a good
student, while Pravas studies in the village
school and 1s a bnlliant student. But
even through their hardship they are a
close knit family who are appreciative of
each other’s sacrifices in their battle for
survival. The biggest challenge however
lands on them when Pravas is required to
pay some money for a school study trip
to Ahmedabad. While all other children
can contribute, Pravas is not in a position
to do so.

Human Dignity Above All

Ananya Chakraborti || Documentary Filmmaker

The narrative revolves around this crisis when Pravas
weaves a string of lies to hide the truth, both to his school
teacher as well as to his family. What triumphs 1s human
dignity above all else. An inspiring storyline is made more
forceful with good acting and an apt screenplay.




ENTERTAINMENT

Writer & Director Vipul Sharma
"' Produced by Jay Pandya & Rakesh Shah

|
|

\ Story, Screen Play & Dialogue — Vipul Sharna music - Pritam Shukla Lyrics - Vihul Manubhai Jagirdar cinematography - Sree Kumar Nair editor - Amit K Kaushik
Art Director — Dhaval Soni choreography - Vipul Sharma original Background Score - Fenilconic Costume Designer - Jahnavee Trivedi, Krupa Sharma & Harshd Gobhil
Make up - Dhanlaxmi Trivedi Post Production Studio - Next Fram Studios Colorist - Abhishek Bamne Production Controller - Rishi Bhakariya
SFX/FOLEY - Fenil Conic Promo editor - Amit K Kaushik Chief Asst. Director - Karan Makwana poster Design - DOT9 Media
Direction Team Supervisor - Sahil Patel & Akash Vidhani support 8y - ARTMEN FILMS LTD




Vipul Sharma

Pravas, directed by Vipul Sharma, tells an mspiring
story centered around Tino, a young boy from
an mmpoverished wvillage m Gujarat. The hlm captures
his struggles and tumphs, highlighting primanily
themes of perseverance and hope. It emphasizes the
transformative power and strength of determmation
and the significance of personal growth in challenging
circumstances. Through Tino's journey, the film sheds
light on societal 1ssues while offering a heartfelt narrative of
resilience.
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Pravas
India | 2018 [95min
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FANTASY

n the very first poem of his collection

Abol Tabol (Absurd Limerick Verses)
Sukumar Ray, the pioneer of nonsense
literature in India, had written, “Aye Beyara,
Srishtichhara, Niyamhara, Hisabheen”.
“Come here, the headstrong and weird/
The unruly and the calculation-impaired”.
In its mtroduction, he wrote, “T'his book
1s all about the absurd, the bizarre, and
the impossible.” We can start from here.
This collection of poems, published more
than 100 years ago in 1923, said nearly
everything about fantasy. A proportional
mixture of the absurd, the bizarre, and
the mmpossible creates fantasy. Its flight
1s powered by the wings of imagination
unbound. In fairy tales, in dream stories,
or In an imaginary voyage, fantasy turns
out to be a necessary ingredient. Based
on an excellent story by Sukumar Ray’s
father Upendrakishore Roychowdhury,
his son, Satyajit Ray, made a memorable
fantasy film-Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne
(1969). You must have watched it. Those
of you who have not, please do. This
classic fantasy movie tells the story of
Goopy and Bagha, two ordinary village
folk, who stopped a war and put an end to

Bizarre Wings of Imagination
Aveek Majumder || Writer

conspiracy and cruelty amidst some incredible happenings
around them.

Fascmating and interesting aspects of fantasy filmmaking
will be on display for viewers during the Kolkata International
Children’s Film Festival, the principal theme of which n this
edition 1s 'Fantasy'. A large number of selected movies of
the genre will be screened during the festival, representing
different periods of time and various countries from different
corners of the world. Dazzling presentation of entertainment
1s the common factor n all these films-be 1t an ancient fairy
tale or a modern fable, a trip to a world of vivid imagination,
or a story full of miraculous occurrences. The films are
thoroughly enjoyable and unforgettable.

These films are full of astonishing episodes and marked
by the regular appearance of the absurd, the bizarre, and the
impossible. Harry Potter is a name known all over the world
i this age. The amazing adventures of the “boy who lived”
have been made nto a series of movies, almost all of which
will be screened during the festival. Magic and imagination
are the mainstays of the series. Films featuring the Lion and
the Witch, a scientist accidentally shrinking his children, and
Alice traversing through the 'wonderland' are some highlights
this year. The world of rats, the tale of a princess with magic
powers, and a mermaid are part of the fantasy fare. Combining
the real, the unreal, and the wonderous, these films often
convey a deep meaning. Wrapped 1n a package of laughter,
tears, excitement, and thrill, they deliver the message of being
good at heart and loving this planet. Don’t forget to watch!
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THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE
UK, USA 2005 | 143min

Four children from the same family have to leave
their town because of the bombings of WWII.
A woman and a professor take the children to
their house. While playing a game of hide-and-
seek, the youngest member of the family, Lucy,
finds a wardrobe to hide in. She travels back into
another world through the wardrobe and finds a
place named Narnia.

After coming back twice, Lucy asks her
siblings to go mto the wardrobe together for the
last time. The four battle wolves, meet talking
animals, encounter an evil white witch and meet
a magnificent lion named Aslan. Will this be the
end of their journey to Narnia or will they stay?
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THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE CASPIAN
USA [2008 | 150min Director Andrew Adamson

A year has passed by since the Pevensie children
stepped through the wardrobe. In Narnia,
centuries have passed since the defeat of the
White Witch. Now the foursome is back to
Narnia to find that everything that was destroyed
and the Narnia they once knew is gone forever.
They come to the aid of the young Prince
Caspian, who 1s leading a group of old Narnians
to wage war against his malicious uncle Miraz,
who rules Narnia with an ron fist. Will they
succeed? When will Aslan return?
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THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE VOYAGE OF THE DAWN TREADER
UK, USA[2010 | 113min

Visiting their annoying cousin, Eustace, Lucy
and Edmund Pevensie come across a painting
of a majestic ship called the Dawn Treader.
Suddenly, the painting comes to life and draws
the youths mto Narnia, where they meet their
old friend, King Caspian. Caspian i1s on a quest
to find the seven lost Lords of Telmar, whose
swords will save Narnia from an evil green mist
that enslaves men's minds and bodies. The three
Pevensies join in the fray.
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CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG
USA, UK | 1968 144min

Eccentric inventor Caractacus Potts, his two
children, and his beautiful lady friend, Truly
Scrumptious, go on a picnic at the beach, where
they are soon whisked into a magical world of
pirates, castles, and a flying car called Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang. In the adventure that ensues,
they journey to Vulgaria and encounter the evil
tyrant Baron Bomburst and his child-hating
wife, who kidnap Potts' children and steal Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang. With the assistance of the
kindly village toymaker, Potts plans an elaborate
scheme to rescue the kidnapped children and
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang from the Baron's castle
on his birthday.

I3 ]ll

RS TSRO 26, ©IF 12 T/ IR AFA
MH I IO AP A0 A | (TR
TR O3 SIS Wi (7l (G | Sitne SU®
9ISz a B B ik k| #671 © IWITHT 92
SR W SN {2 | Srepibidt #9760l
TP g% O Fher! F 2B ABIE A
AT | ANTCRF GF (Lo TGO ATOR
RO 2T FCI ©IF AV G2 TSR MG
o B ik wists fefacy w1 @2 fsfems
B N &7 FACI (RICERCT! 710 |




4&@60%0444*@ )0 é'zoéééw‘h\é *o8e %‘b#ééé@&@%é#&% b
see0 evoe o .

aha@oeéé&#&oaé@o@o+séea PTLTONIRONINTICRTNNONONONORSRINIRIORONINONORINTRTITIRINORIORINORGAGITINORORINORGRINTRNVRIRNINONSRIRNRNONININORNONGNINNINeS
seens

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
UK 2009 | 96min

Though London awaits the joyful arrival of
Christmas, miserly Ebenezer Scrooge thinks it's
all humbug and berates his faithful clerk and
cheerful nephew for their hope and enthusiasm
for the coming Christmas, much to their dismay.
Later, Scrooge encounters the ghost of his late
business partner, who warns him that three
spirits will visit him this night. The ghosts
come and take Scrooge on a journey through
his past, present, and future in the hope of
transforming his bitterness. The film deals with
Scrooge's journey of self-redemption to mend
his miserliness.
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HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERER'S STONE
USA, UK |[2001 | 152min

Adaptation of the first of J.K. Rowling's popular
children's novels about Harry Potter, a boy
who learns on his eleventh birthday that he is
the orphaned son of two powerful wizards and
possesses unique magical powers of his own. He
1s summoned from his life as an unwanted child
to become a student at Hogwarts, an English
boarding school for wizards. There, he meets
several friends who become his closest allies and
help him discover the truth about his parents'

mysterious deaths.
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HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS
USA, UK |2002| 161min Director Chris Columbus

Forced to spend his summer holidays with his
muggle relations, Harry Potter gets a real shock
when he gets a surprise visitor: Dobby the
house-elf, who warns Harry against returning to
Hogwarts, for terrible things are going to happen.
Harry decides to ignore Dobby's warnings
and continues with his pre-arranged schedule.
Strange and terrible things happen in Hogwarts.
Harry hears mysterious voices from inside the
walls, muggle-born students are attacked, and
a message scrawled on the wall in blood scares
everyone: "The Chamber of Secrets Has Been
Opened. Enemies of the Heir, Beware!"
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HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN
USA, UK|2004 | [42min

Harry Potter is having a tough time with his
relatives. He runs away after using magic to
mflate Uncle Vernon's sister Marge, who was
being offensive towards Harry's parents. Initially
scared about using magic outside the school,
he 1s pleasantly surprised that he won't be
penalized after all. However, he soon learns that
a dangerous criminal and Voldemort's trusted
aide, Sirtus Black, has escaped from Azkaban
Prison and wants to kill Harry to avenge the
Dark Lord. To worsen the conditions for Harry,
vile creatures called Dementors are appointed to

guard the school gates.
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HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE
USA, UK|2005 | 157min

Harry's fourth year at Hogwarts starts. That
same year, Hogwarts 1s hosting "The Triwizard
Tournament', a magical tournament between
three well-known schools of magic: Hogwarts,
Beauxbatons, and Durmstrang. The contestants
have to be above the age of seventeen and are
chosen by a magical object called "The Goblet
of Fire'. On the night of selection, however, the
Goblet spews out four names instead of the usual
three, with Harry unwittingly being selected as
the Fourth Champion. Since the magic cannot
be reversed, Harry is forced to go with it and
brave three exceedingly difficult tasks.
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HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX

USA, UK | 2007

After a lonely summer on Privet Drive, Harry
returns to a Hogwarts full of ill fortune.
Dumbledore believes that Voldemort is really
back. The ministry decided to step m by
appointing a new Defense Against the Dark
Arts teacher, Professor Dolores Umbridge,
who proves to be the nastiest person Harry
has ever encountered. To top it off, Harry has
strange dreams and a mystery behind something
for which Voldemort 1s searching, plagues
him. Harry begins one of his toughest years at
Hogwarts School of Witchceraft and Wizardry.
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HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE

USA, UK | 2009

As Death Eaters wreak havoc in both Muggle
and Wizard worlds, Hogwarts 1s no longer a
safe haven for students. Though Harry suspects
there are new dangers lurking within the castle
walls, Dumbledore 1s more intent than ever on
preparing the young wizard for the final battle
with Voldemort. Meanwhile, teenage hormones
run rampant through Hogwarts, presenting a
different sort of danger. Love may be in the air,
but tragedy looms, and Hogwarts may never be

the same again.

153min Director David Yates
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HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS PART 1
USA, UK | 2010 | 146min Director David Yates

Voldemort's power 1s growing stronger. He
now has control over the Ministry of Magic and
Hogwarts. Harry, Ron, and Hermione decide
to finish Dumbledore's work and find the rest
of the Horcruxes to defeat the Dark Lord. But
little hope remains for the trio and the rest of the
Wizarding World, so everything they do must
go as planned.
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Dean DeBlois

Chris Sanders

How TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON
USA 2010 |98min

Long ago, up North on the Island of Berk, the
young Viking, Hiccup, wants to join his town's
fight against the dragons that continually raid
their town. However, his macho father and
village leader, Stoik the Vast, will not allow
his small, clumsy, but inventive son to do so.
Regardless, Hiccup ventures out into battle and
downs a mysterious Night Fury dragon with
his mvention but can't bring himself to kill it.
Instead, Hiccup and the dragon, whom he dubs
Toothless, begin a friendship that would open
up both their worlds as the observant boy learns
that his people have misjudged the species.
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How TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 2
USA 2014|1067 2min

It's been five years since Hiccup and Toothless
successfully united dragons and Vikings on the
1sland of Berk. While Astrid, Snotlout, and the
rest of the gang are challenging each other to
dragon races, the now inseparable pair journey
through the skies, charting unmapped territories
and exploring new worlds. When one of their
adventures leads to the discovery of a secret
ice cave that 1s home to hundreds of new wild
dragons and the mysterious Dragon Rider, the
two friends find themselves at the centre of a
battle to protect the peace. Now, Hiccup and
Toothless must unite to stand up for what they
believe.
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This film, an adaptation of a Roald Dabhl story,
revolves around Matilda Wormwood, a gifted
girl fond of reading books, who 1s forced to
put up with a crude, distant father and mother.
Worse, Agatha Trunchbull, the evil principal
at Matilda's school, 1s a terrifyingly strict bully.
However, when Matilda realizes she has the
power of telekinesis, she begins to defend her
friends from Trunchbull's wrath and fights back
against her unkind parents. She takes up cudgels
against injustice.

MATILDA
USA | 1996 | 98min
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William Cottfell
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SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS
USA | 1937 |83min

The beautiful and kindhearted princess Snow
White charms every creature in the kingdom
except one-her jealous stepmother, the Queen.
‘When the Magic Mirror proclaims Snow White
as the fairest one of all, she must flee into the
forest, where she befriends the loveable seven
dwarfs-Doc, Sneezy, Grumpy, Happy, Bashful,
Sleepy, and Dopey. But when the Queen tricks
Snow White with a poisoned apple and she falls
mto a deep sleep, only the magic of true love's
kiss can awaken her.
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THE VEIL OF MYSTERY (RAHASYA KA PARDA)
India | 2024 | 89min

It 1s a captivating animated film featuring six
mtriguing mystery stories. Follow the adventures
of Inspector Viki and Inspector Raghav as they
solve complex cases with their exceptional
courage, intelligence, and mnovative approach.
This thrlling anthology weaves together stories
of bravery, honesty, and humanity.
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King Vidor

THE WIZARD OF OZ
USA 1939 102min

When a tornado rips through Kansas, Dorothy
Gale and her dog, Toto, are whisked away from
their house to the magical Land of Oz. They
follow the Yellow Brick Road to the Emerald
City to meet the Wizard, and on the way, they
meet a Scarecrow who wants a brain, a Tin Man

who wants a heart, and a Cowardly Lion who
wants courage. The Wizard asks them to bring
him the Wicked Witch of the West's broom to
earn his help.
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Orphaned and alone except for an uncle, Hugo
Cabret lives in the walls of a train station in 1930's
Paris. Hugo'sjob is to o1l and maintain the station's
clocks, but to him, his more important task 1s to
protect a broken automaton and notebook left
to him by his late father. Accompanied by the
goddaughter of an embittered toy merchant,
Hugo embarks on a quest to solve the mystery
of the automaton and find a place he can call
home.

HUGO
UK/USA 2011 | 126min
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EMIL AND THE DETECTIVES
USA/Germany | 1964 | 69min

When Emil travels by bus to Berlin to visit his
grandmother and his cousin, his money is stolen
by a crook who specializes in digging tunnels.
Emil must get the money back as it 1s for his
grandmother. While following the thief, Emil
runs into Gustav, an enterprising young boy who
gathers up all his friends to help Emil find the
money. Emil's cousin also gets involved and they
get into more trouble than they bargained for
when Emil's pickpocket turns out to be mixed
up with a couple of notorious bank robbers.

[l 47 1]l

«fStet AT 07 ATt o fafwsn @3k SPTeCS!
OIZ(F (TS T | AT GG Biel R <6 H1feTe
AR G0 AT, (SR N 16 J8% 4o
B | AfSETE O wing BIl (o (70e 24|
BWICST | YT O I IS GCC] A e
DAl TS (710 AR 3 | GfTe Yoore eige
@ FC T 27| @3 AR piRF T FACO
1903 A IS TIFTOE 0 23 @fSieema |




ISt AT

© (MATS (RIHIHE A 2iRe 21
C[ im (o102 G T2 | (T2 5359
‘FHRE BE (A OF T G
EILHR 3 T27 bR 21 | IO FH G 29
(@ Cofd 261 (RIHITHE & | SHISTeeR &<
(ol TCRE @1 CISICH, B [ AT
%9, (3 7w 21 aww e 3w Fi g
SR SR MR e RafGes s
(ETY LR Al S | Terfere qmta
A2 Soiw Pigae @ 2RoR IR
(RICOIAE 2 AR | Afgs €6, eliel
T, A9l (T8 G F0H IS (RITHITE
ooy AifCCEs B9 | waw g eedia vefteg
TR eI 2020-( AIH® 2Me
“(RICHITHE B[R 202 ABIE | (7 93 2f[ee
(T (RITBIHE Al = 2foam | @aita
(RITHITHR Te) 111 '@ 211! SAfBehens 2f9a
HIS PR |
5594 A (111 g fog e IR
TA% SISA-Rf DI ARG T PR
et FACETII JCRIA | @ S
o1 fofogatm Toiepm, (oweE wge

LT (RICHITHE 27 9/3 GF0ll Al |
wTe TP || S1rio, Baditea

LTINS TS ST -1l Cofd F9e1 *F0a7 @3 Sfeq | (Fo bl
SIS (AT P RPN *wCTT G2 SfSA-lfRf 77 e
(RICOITHE OIS R0 | 73 019 12 (A1e SF RS0 el
Teget 37 SAfBifeTe x fitom o’ =im o= i Afmifre
T G 95| 90 BRCe 9F ST AR, AEFFOCS
A IS 59 QRRF ARG F2A | [eefeiie qigife
VIANG KA SN GRESIRME @ 4 (dsice
SEICATNR PR CI TR WG T | AR 2If2pe 39 | 790
ARGETRM 20 - Mead Fie 27 tofta <oAibe 94t
ReAITOICa o7 19 0ol | @291 23, (RO el 2K 93
GAIITE O 5 *rel#id it |

I, CFerl, FFRE, *FT 0ol 7K G Ao
bt ARCA PICSITS (RIBIE &) 205b-(9 M9 GFfo
5 B Bl s o e o R o e [ 3 s e S M s RO
A YL TR QAR AGE Q4P (RIGR—SR! et
«i2 | AR BORER A ST FRfTF IM G |
a2 Fifaces foal 22 Gaitas Seoa qwaR | T AR
®T (EEE SfeAw-FE SrerenT W (@iel’—
GRIFRFRTE [T (SIS G TSI /5 |

Aeyiered 2 2l @ 7)¢f 2 (RO 2[E Wiferwl 2 w2
IS ORCS I SISTa (R |

11l 48 |l



BENGALI PANORAMA

It has been more than 100 years that
movies are being made in Bengali for
children, considering 'Dhruba Charitra’
(1921) as the maiden venture in the genre.
The century plus four years have witnessed
a wide variety of children’s films, ranging
from adventure series, biographies of
luminaries and Sci-fi films to comedies
and sports movies, to name a few. Films
on relationships and human values also
occupy considerable space on this shelf.
Apart from Satyajit Ray, Tapan Sinha
also directed quite a few Bengal films for
children. Ritwik Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and
Rituparno Ghosh made one each atleast.

In 2020, on the occasion of 9th Kolkata
Children’s International Film Festival,
‘Chhotoder Chhobir Pather Panchali’,
an illustrated history of children’s films,
was brought out. This year, contemporary
and classic films for children are in the
screening list.

‘Chander Pahar’, the thrilling adventure
story by Bibhuti Bhushan Bandopadhyay
published in 1937, has been brought to the
screen by Kamaleswar Mukhopadhyay.

A 100 Years of Children's Films and More

Shubhendu Dasmunshi H Professor, Screenwriter

Shankar’s daring journey from Keutia village to faraway
Alrica has been an all-time favourite of young readers, and
was also well-loved when it was adapted for a new medium.

Two different kinds of quests of dream-seekers have
been depicted in Upgwal Basu’s ‘Doodh Pither Gachh’ (Rice
Dumpling Tree) and ‘Dana Melar Galpo’ (Soaring Wings),
directed by Palash Das. One tells the tale of a search for a
wonderous world. Another narrates how some friends m a
village dream of making a movie.

‘Dabaru’ 1s an mspirational film based on the life of world-
renowned chess player from Bengal, Surya Shekhar Ganguly,
which has been directed by Pathikrit Basu. A bunch of new
filmmakers bringing new ideas to the table 1s a precursor for
better times in Bengali children’s films.

Other than popular characters like Feluda, Byomkesh,
Kakababu, Professor Shanku, in 2018 a new adventure series
for youngsters, involving the exploits of ‘Sonada’, or Subarna
Sen, a History Professor, was introduced by me. The concept
was to take youngsters through a historical journey mn search
of treasure. All three films of the adventure-meets-history
series will be screened at the festival.

No film festival for children can be complete without
Satyajit Ray. So, ‘Hirak Rajar Deshe’, the second film of the
Goopy-Bagha adventures, will be there to offer the youngsters
food for thought packed with entertanment.
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GuPtoc”‘:oner Sonc”‘nane

India| 2018

Subarna Sen alias Sonada, an Oxford University
professor, travels to India after the death of his
maternal uncle. Subarna and his companions
Abir and Jhinuk visit his ancestral mansion only
to find that his dead uncle has left behind a series
of clues for him to unearth the hidden treasure
of the Mughal prince Shah Shuja kept secured
within the property. Will the history professor
succeed in unravelling the clues?
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Durgeshgorer GuPtac”ﬁan

India|2019 | 183min Director Dhrubo Banerjee

Sona da with Abir and Jhinuk embark on his
new adventure, a quest that will take them to
the legendary Durgeshgor. During the journey
they learn that the Debroy family, the erstwhile
zamindars hold the key to a presumed treasure
received from Krishna Chandra Roy after the
battle of Plassey. But no one 1s sure where the
treasure trove 1s. Against the vibrant backdrop of
Durga Puja at the princely Debroy mansion, one
after the other clues are revealed testing Sona
da's wit and grit one more time.
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Kamasubarncr GUPtOdl’IOﬂ

India|2022 | 128min Director Dhrubo Banerjee

Invited for a wonderful occasion, the trio,
Subarna Sen aka Sona Da, Abir and Jhinuk,
discover an old riddle and follow a perilous trail
to find the hidden treasure of King Shashanka.
As they face resistance from an old foe and their
lives are put in danger, the quest for the greatest
treasure becomes a menacing hunt for power
and wealth. As Sona Da tries to unlock every
clue and crack the riddle, his mind constantly
gets challenged and his loved ones face threats
the entire adventure hangs by a thread until he
unearths one of the greatest treasures that Bengal
has ever known.
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Seven year old Gaur has speech disorder.
He lLives with his two elder sisters, and enjoys
the pithe (sweet rice dumplings) served by his
mother. One of the pithe's, he plants in the earth
hoping that one day it will grow into a big tree.
Gaur's belief in the plant growing is fanned by
his grandmother. So much so that Gaur embarks
on a journey with her. Imagination and reality
go hand m hand as Gaur travels into his mind
world.

Doodhpitl—ver GacH'\
India| 2020 | 151min
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[Hirak Rajar Deshe

India| 1980 | 118min

The musician duo of Goopr Gyne and Bagha
Byne make a comeback in this sequel, where
they are invited to the court of the Hirak Raja
(Diamond King), for their musical skills. They
have to perform at the kingdom's Jubilee
Celebrations. On reaching the kingdom, they
find out that all 1s not well in the kingdom. There
1s exploitation of poor farmers and diamond-
miners. There are sycophant courtiers, ruthless
armies and a mad scientist with his Brain-washing
machine. With the help of an upright school-
master, Goopi and Bagha set out to correct the
evils, with the help of their boons.
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Jojo, a young boy aged 12, lives with his parents
m Kolkata. He dreams of the wilderness and
the animals 1n it. Jojo goes to wvisit his uncle's
home at Baropahari in Arunachal Pradesh. He
befriends Shibu, a local boy, who is the son of a
mahout (elephant rider) and an elephant named
Noni. They take up a mission to stop a gang of
poachers from killing Chenghiz, a huge tiger
who 1s seen as the protector of the forest.

Adventures o?Jojo
India| 2018 | 124min
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A young chess prodigy Surya, emerges from
the streets of North Kolkata to achieve the
prestigious title of Grandmaster. Through
numerous challenges Surya gets support from
his grandfather, mother and coach who serve as
pillars of strength in his journey to success. The
grit, determination and hard work that Surya
puts in as he trains tells an ispiring tale. Despite
his discpline Surya has his little boy moments.
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India| 2024 | 131 min
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Manick Kakur Camera

India| 2024 | 124min

Manik Kakur Camera 1s a film about an aging
cinephile who teaches a group of boys about
cinema and encourages them to make a short
film.
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Chancler Fal’xar

India| 2013 | 148min

Faced with the prospect of a dim future in
his impoverished village, young Shankar bids
farewell to his family in rural Bengal and makes
a journey to the fabled "Mountain of The
Moon" in search of gold and diamond mines.
There are threats as vivid and varied as lurking

snakes, pouncing lions, poisonous flora, the fury
of an active volcano and a seemingly, almost
supernatural mythical horror "The Bunyip'
the guardian angel of the diamond cave. Will
Shankar be able to face these and make his

dream come true?
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Bimal and Kumar come to know about
Radheshyam Dhar, who sclentist.
Radheshyam was very adventurous and many
years back he had sighted a remote island in
the South East Asian sea, where he discovered
a stone named Red Mercury. Bimal and
Kumar begin their quest for this strange stone
made of a mythical compound. In this venture,
Bimal comes across a doctor, Rubi Chatterjee.
Rubi 1s also in search of the same mythical
compound that 1s necessary to save the life of an
Extraterrestrial child.
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Sagarclwipcg Jawkher D!ﬁan
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The film portrays an inspirational story of
teenagers who overcome all odds and dare to
live their hopes and dreams. The Film 1s set in
m a village of Bengal, India where a teenage girl
chooses to be different and chases her dreams
overcoming all social obstacles and gender
discrimination. In the film, main characters not

only aspire and realise their dreams but also raise
their voices against social evils. Their weapon
1s cinema, through which they can reach their
message to everyone. A story of love, affection,
friendship, sorrow, determination and victory is
what the film 1s all about.

Dana Melar GolPo
India| 2024 |93min
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Kony

India|1984 | 181min

Khidda 1s a swimming coach who teaches
swimming to underprivileged children. He picks
Kony from a slum of Kolkata and grooms her to
be part of the Bengal Swimming team to compete
at the National Swimming Championship.
However, politics, poverty and social stigma
emerges as distinct roadblocks mn their path.
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Bulu and his cousin Anil are kidnapped by dacoit
Ganesh and his gang when they fail to get money
from their maternal uncle's house. Ganesh says
that he'll free the children if they give him 10,000
rupees. Ganesh takes the children to his den. He
develops feelings of love and affection for the
children especially Bulu. He starts taking great
care of them. Ganesh plans to save the children
and hand them safely to their parents. Affection
for the small girl brings about this change in
dacoit Ganesh.

Dakatcr Hateg Bu]u
India| 1963 | 88min
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LITERATURE AND CINEMA

In our childhood, many Bengalis
referred to films as 'books’. Some still
do the same. The reason 1s quite simple.
Majority of films tell a story. Bengal films
at that time were mostly based on short
stories or novels by acclaimed writers. This
connection between books and cinema
prompted people to describe whatever
they were watching on the silver screen as
as “bo1” (book).

Thus, books and cinema always had
a symbiotic relationship. In fact, if you
require a story for a film, it’s easier to
pick one from the work of a litterateur.
Moreover, a published story has already
gone through the crucial test of reader
response. It 1s less risky to make a film
from a story that has won the hearts of the
people. There are exceptions to this rule,
though. It’s not always that a film based on
a popular novel tastes box office success.
On the other side, there are examples of
relatively unknown stories being turned
mto much-acclaimed movies. After all,
as a medium, Cinema 1s different from
Literature.

Symbiotic Relationship
Dipanwita Roy||Writer

A discussion about the relationship between Cinema and
Literature cannot be initiated without mentioning "Pather
Panchal" (Song of the Road) which marked a turning point
in the history of Indian Cinema. The movie was adapted by
Satyajit Ray from the novel of the same name by Bibhuti
Bhushan Bandopadhyay, more specifically, from Aam
Aantir Bhenpu, an abridged version of the classic that was
llustrated by him. Ray depended on literature for most of
his films. Nripen Gangopadhyay brought 'Bhombal Sardar'
by Khagendranath Mitra to the screen, and it earned him a
national award. Ritwik Ghatak crafted a masterpiece from
Shibram Chakraborty’s extraordinary tale, 'Bari Theke Paliye'
(Away form Home); even Mrinal Sen, who directed only one
film for children, based it on Rabindaranath Tagore’s short
story 'Ichchhapuran' (Wish Fulfillment).

Not only filmmakers from Bengal or India, but from
across the world have often relied upon literature to create
classic films-for children and adults alike. Some of these, are
Treasure Island, Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea,
The Three Musketeers, Ben-Hur...the list 1s long. When
ammmation films entered the market, the makers preferred
traditional fairytales or stories from Arabian Nights.

Cinema, since its inception, has forged a bond with books
which 1s still intact. Even today, if a director wants a good
plot for his film, he looks into the treasure trove of world
literature.
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FANTASTIC MR. FOX
USA 2009 | 87min

After 12 years of bucolic bliss, Mr. Fox breaks a
promise to his wife and raids the farms of their
human neighbours, Boggis, Bunce and Bean.
Giving in to his animal instincts, he endangers not
only his marriage but also the lives of his family
and their anmmal friends. When the farmers
force Mr. Fox and company to go underground,
he has to resort to his natural craftiness to rise
above the opposition.
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MISHAWR RAWHOSHYO
India| 2013 148min

Al Mamun, an Egyptian business tycoon, asks
his friend Kakababu to help him decode some
hieroglyphic symbols that will help trace the will
of his teacher, Mufti Mohammad.

Kakababu leaves for Egypt with his nephew
Santu. As they visit the pyramids they wonder
what secrets are hidden in them and in the
depths of the vast desert of Egypt? Is there any
unknown danger lurking for Kakababu and
Santu?
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KAKABABUR PROTYABORTON h "l l
India | 2022 | 186min Director Srijit Mukherji

Kakababu and Santu go on a trip to the great
Masai Mara Game Reserve in Kenya, where
they learn about missing tourists and a string
of problems. But, soon, they get sucked into
the mystery surrounding two missing German
tourists and a dangerous game of life and death
ensues.
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PROFESSOR SHONKU O EL-DORADO
India|2019|90min

This 1s an adventure story of the fictional genius
scientist and inventor Professor Shonku visiting
the heart of the Amazon forests in search of the
mythical city of El Dorado. One day, a typical
Bengali gentleman Nakur Chandra Biswas alias
Nakur Babu comes to meet him. Nakur Babu
has supernatural powers of being able to read
others' minds and see the future. Nakur Babu
warns Professor Shonku about his upcoming visit
to Sao Paulo. Seeing his extrasensory powers, an
amazed Shonku takes Nakur Babu to Brazil for
a science conference and the mystery that begins
ends in the fabled city of El Dorado deep inside
the Brazilian Amazon.
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NAYAN RAHASYA
India| 2024 | I 14min Director Sandip Ray

Magician Mr. Tarafdar finds a boy Nayan with
exceptional numerical abilities. He takes him
to Chennai for his show. Feluda 1s asked to
ensure the boy's safety and he gets involved in
a subsequent murder case of Mr. Hingorani.
Feluda and his two companions Topse and
Jatayu get entangled in various adventures, some
thrilling and others dangerous.
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SAAT SUKUMAR & UPENDRAKISHORE

Sukumar Ray, a luminary of Bengali literature,
left any indelible mark in the world of children's
literature with his 1conic creation, "Aboltabol".
This mesmerising collection of nonsense verses
has captivated readers of all ages. "Saat Sukumar"
brings these timeless classics to life through
vibrant animation, featuring seven popular
poems from "Aboltabol".

"Tuntunir Golpo" 1s a Bengali children's classic
written by the esteemed author Upendrakishore
Raychowdhury. This charming tale follows the
adventures of a talking bird. "Tuntunir Golpo"
has enchanted readers for generations.
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WORLD CINEMA

here are some people who think that

having a few child characters in a film
makes it a children’s film. If they watch
a few films of Abbas Kiarostami or Jafar
Panahi, they will realise how children have
been used as catalysts to deliver messages
to a matured audience and to raise complex
1ssues regarding the society. There was
a time when films from Iran mostly had
young characters as protagonists, but those
movies cannot be categorised as children’s
films. Of course, Iran regularly produces
movies for children, some of which will be
there at the festival this time.

Let me leave Iran aside and tell you
about films from some smaller countries
of Europe.

Poland-- Ravaged by the 2nd World
‘War, with the film industry fully under State
control, one still saw initiatives by young
and veteran hlmmakers for many years
to create movies for children. Stanislaw
Jedryka’s 'My Bets on Tolek Bana' is still
considered a classic. Based on a story by
Adam Bahdaj about four youngsters, it has
elements which are educative for children

Children's Films from Around theWorld

Nirmal Dharl||Film Critic

but 1s enjoyable and entertaining at the same time.

After Stanislaw, one can name Janusz Nasfeter. Two of
his films for children-'Butterflies' and 'Coloured Stockings'-
are considered as masterpieces. Stanislaw aimed to entertain
and educate the young viewers. Nasfeter 1s more of a realist.

Hungary- Thel975 films 'Hugo the Hippo' 1s popular
animation film from Hungary the director 1s William
Feigenbaum. The animation was done by Hungarian Jozsef
Gemes. The Sultan of port Zanzibar 1s faced with a problem,
his harbour 1s mfested by sharks to solves the problem his
brings in 12 hippos and the ploy works. Once his work 1s
done the Sultan kills the hippos in a cruel act of mgratitute.
There was a baby hippo called Hugo who got saved by some
children. This is a film for both young and old.

Czech Republic- Both in the capital Prague as well
as in other cities like Karlovy Vary, I have seen there are
TV channels for children running all day, mainly showing
amimation films. There are some excellent feature films
which are specfically for the young, like the “Three Wishes
of Cinderella’ or the story of that long-nosed Pinocchio. This
year’s festival 1s screening entertaining children’s films made
in many countries of the world. Just come, watch and get
enriched.
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Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse (2023)

continues the story of Miles Morales. Miles, now

growing into his role as Spider-Man, reunites with
Gwen Stacy, who introduces him to a secret team
of Spider-People from different dimensions.
Their mission is to protect the multiverse from
collapsing. However, Miles discovers that his
actions as Spider-Man could lead to a dangerous
event in his own universe. This puts him at odds
with the Spider-People, especially their leader,
Miguel O'Hara (Spider-Man 2099). As tensions
rise, Miles must find his own path to save his
world and protect his loved ones.

Spider~Man: Across the Spidcr Verse
USA 2023 | 140min
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The film follows a new team of paranormal
mvestigators in New York City, led by a physics
professor along with a paranormal researcher,
a nuclear engineer and subway worker to form
a new Ghostbusters team. As they investigate
mcreasingly violent paranormal occurrences,
they uncover a sinister plot by a man who
plans to open a portal to the world of Spirit.
The film features a mix of comedy, action, and
supernatural elements, with an all-female main

cast.

Gl’lostbustcrs: Answer the Ca”
USA 2016 124min
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Selﬁ Ba Rostam CSClFfC With Rostam)
Iran | 2019 ] 99min

Heha and her father, who live a peaceful life
in the absence of their mother, experience
profound changes when two people enter their
lives and learn about untold secrets. In this film,
violence 1s fantasy and there 1s very little fear and
abnormality. Also, the high level of message,
positive pattern and happy ending makes this
movie suitable for family viewing.
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Iran | 2023

The film explores the emotional turmoil of a
family. Kimia and Farid, married for 12 years,
face a cnisis that disrupts the peaceful world of
their children, who have only known kindness
and simplicity. As their strained relationship
unravels, a pivotal event compels the family to
reassess their priorities and connections.
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A family film that follows the journey of
Dominik, a schoolboy who dreams of playing
ice hockey. Determined to pursue his passion,
he assembles a group of boys to form a team.
Their goal 1s to challenge the older boys from
a neighboring village to a match. Amidst this
endeavour, Dominik also seeks the attention
and favour of his classmate, Katka. The film
beautifully portrays the themes of determination,
friendship, and youthful ambition, highlighting
the challenges and triumphs that come with

pursuing one's dreams.
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Deti Nagana (Big Drcam)
Czechoslovakia | 2023

102min
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Xiong S}‘n Shaonian (] Am What ] Am)
China | 2021 | 104min

A young Cantonese village boy must overcome
sell-doubt, ridicule and classism to realise his
dream of competing in the Guangzhou lLion
Dancing championship. But people around
him make fun of his desire. Will the young boy
overcome all obstacles and fulfil his dream?
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20-year-old Jing Hao came to Shenzhen to Live
with his young sister alone. The siblings live a
warm yet strained life. In an effort to pay for
his sister's expensive surgery, Jing Hao gets an
opportunity by chance; thinking that a better
life 1s ahead he 1s upbeat, but unexpectedly
encounters a serious setback. Under the pressure
of both time and money, Jing Hao, who has no
way out, decides to take a desperate gamble.
Can this ignite the spark of hope for his troubled
ordiary life?

Bcn Xiao [Hai (Nicc \/icw)
China|2022| 106min
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Max und die \/\/i]cle 7:Die Geister~Oma (Max and the Senior 5quad>
Germany | 2024 | 94min

The story follows 10-year-old Max, who lives with
his mother m the Burg Geroldseck retirement
home. There, he befriends three adventurous
seniors: Vera, Horst, and Kilian. Facing bullying
at school and exclusion from the football team
by his sports teacher, Max finds support in his
elderly friends. Horst, a former football coach,
challenges the school team to a match: Max

and the seniors against the students. Who will
ultimately win?
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Seventh-grader Sasha Menshikov 1s finishing the
school year at a new school and lives with his
aunt Nina in a small picturesque town. Sasha's
mother, a famous scientist, brought him here
from Moscow for the duration of her next
expedition. Things did not work out with Sasha's
classmates; after school, he often walks alone
amongst nature. One day in the forest, Sasha
finds a little fox caught in a trap. Having learned
that poachers are hunting fox cubs, the boy hides
him in a dugout deep in the forest and begins to

nurse him.

Mg Wlld riend
Russia| 2024 | 100min
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sanana»

91min

Germany | 2023

| assie=A New Adventure

s fifaces Arefes vefha | 2R T 6

This 1s a film about the latest exploits of Lassie,

TR (TS AT | IF @Fl G ©FF g A3 (241,
e @3k (@G Figl e @ i Ao GREE
FFCI AT S G2 TGS SIBH T AN

AT #7I | G2 *120F 21 FCH 7T 4 ST
|

mysterious disappearances of several pedigreed

dogs, with the help of her best friend Flo and
new companions Henrl, Kleo and little Pippa, a

Collie dog protagonist Lassie investigates the
Jack Russell Terrier.
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Firaty Ga]aktiki Barrakuda (Firates of the Barracuda Ga]axg)

Russia

+ This 1s a science fiction adventure film. The

: story follows a space pirate from the distant

' Barracuda galaxy who arrives on Earth, evading
. cosmic law enforcement by disguising himself
lasa quiet schoolboy named Mitya. His mission
»+ 1s to locate an ancient repeater left on Earth to
. send a distress signal to his crew. During his
+ quest, Mitya madvertently rescues Kristina, a girl
: bullied by her classmates, and befriends Kolya,
+ a young hooligan. Together, they must elude
. alien snake-like pursuers and neutralize a bomb
+ capable of destroying the entire solar system.

2024 92min
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Mission uga f:unk

Germany, Luxembourg, Poland | 2021

The story centers around 12-year-old Ulja, an
enthusiastic astronomy lover who discovers an
asteroid predicted to impactin Belarus. However,
her devout grandmother, disapproving of Ulja's
scientific interests, confiscates her equipment.
Determined to witness the asteroid's landing,
Ulja persuades her classmate Henk to drive her
in a stolen hearse across Fastern Europe. Their
journey 1s filled with unexpected challenges and

humorous situations, all while being pursued by

Ulja's family and their pastor. Throughout the

adventure, Ulja learns valuable lessons about
friendship, family, and following one's passion.
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Tony, an aspiring young inventor, is developing
a wireless electricity device mspired by Nikola
Tesla, believing it could solve the global energy
crisis. However, his plans are interrupted when
he 1s compelled to attend a summer camp with
his classmates. He invites his neighbour and close
friend, Raya, who eagerly joins him due to her
parents' frequent absences. At camp, they face
challenges from Victor, the jealous local scouts'
leader, who aims to sabotage Tony's experiments
and win Raya's affection. Meanwhile, Raya
mvestigates rumours of a mysterious werewolf
i the nearby forest, leading to unexpected

adventures.

The TeslaCase
Bulgaria | 2022 [ 90min
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Tl’le Formula of Watcr

Russia | 2023

A teenage girl, Dana, who lives on one of the
planet-ocean i1slands among mutants, goes n
search of her father, a scientist who has invented
a machine that can solve an important problem
-the lack of drinking water. She becomes the
target of cut throat pirates who believe she 1s the
key to a legendary treasure-a source of drinking
water. Fleeing from the pirates, Dana meets a
troupe of travelling performers. Together they
experience colourful and dangerous adventures,
thereby becoming true friends and unravelling
the mystery of the treasure.
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In the Kingdom of Castiha, a dark force rises
again. Days from the coronation of the new
Emperor and Empress, their seven royal
fledglings are taken and it's up to one hero to
return them safely: a teenage delivery boy,
Arthur the Goat. His dreams of becoming a
world-class barber are put on hold when he
becomes a parent overnight. If he's going to keep
the rambunctious toddlers safe on their journey,
he must first grow up, discover his own past, and
along the way, awaken forgotten champions.
Can Arthur return the heirs and ultimately save

the kingdom?

Bulgaria

Arturo A. Hernandez

Andrew Gordon

Veerapatra Jinanavin

Out of the Nest

2022 |90min
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f:a” ]nto The Mortal World

China | 2024 | 118min

The twenty-eight constellations contain the
power of stars, which can destroy the world.
Unfortunately, Zhi Nv, who 1s in charge of the
constellations, 1s greedy for the mortal world,
causing the stars to escape, causing disaster.
Many years later, Zhi Nv's son Jinfeng comes to
the mortal world for his mother, and teamsup
with the mortal girl Xiaofan to conquer the
stars. Accompanied by humans and gods, they
encounter many dangers along the way, and
the mystery of Xiaofan's life experience and the
truth of Zhi Nv's crime gradually surfaces.

I 92 |l

S5 TEaNeTE ORFIE O3 *fe q0CE, T
SHfAINCE R FACS 2T | TS, THIANGTI
wiftce A [ g 7jfSw 2fS @ 2@ eite, AR
(e ORIl AT 7 3R [y 906 | 92 927
GRS (N0 RRNSHIa 0% el SIiwieea
IR 0 SAHCO (BB I | S 8 (OIS
A% 03 ol Sifeai w3, 2t 72 [oitna 3w

23 G} RIS GR-7297 @ Al -7 SoRIted
Terel A3 Ad Sraive =1

.-.-......C.-'-v—



New (Gods: Yang Jian
China | 2022 | 127min

Fifteen hundred years after the war of gods, the
heaven went into a decline. Yang Jian, the God
of Erlang, made a living by working as a catcher.
One day, Yang Jian was ordered to hunt down a
young man, his own nephew.
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Boonie Bears: Back to the Ear’c!n
China|2022|97min

A mysterious alien named Avi arrives 1in
Pine Tree Mountain and befriends Bramble.
Bramble gradually learns that Avi's people, the
Rhyot, originated from Earth. Millions of years
ago, a highly developed Rhyotan civilization
thrived to the detriment of Earth's environment.
In the end, the Rhyotans had to flee their home
planet. When Awvi leads Bramble to the ancient
relics of his people, a high-tech human army
using all sorts of weapons attacks them. What 1s
the purpose of Avi's trip back to Earth? Will he
be able to protect his homeland this time?
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Successor
China | 2024 | 183min
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Czech Republic|2024 | 79min

his weight and he tries to turn things around by

dieting and attempting to win over the girl of his
dreams. The film deals with obesity and its side

effects.

A 12 year old boy Ben Pipette was bullied for
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bout to tear down the playground
They have only one week to

4 1 front of their apartment building, she has no
hoice but to join forces with her rival Luna and

When 12-year-old Alma learns that her father’s
* her team of skaters.

, company Is a
save the playground.
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Ma]cmciccnt
USA|2014|97min

As a beautiful young woman of pure heart,
Maleficent has an idyllic ife in a forest kingdom.
When an mvading army threatens the land,
Maleficent rises up to become its fiercest
protector. However, a terrible betrayal hardens
her heart and twists her mto a creature bent
on revenge. She engages in an epic battle with
the mvading king's successor, then curses his
newborn daughter, Aurora-realizing only later
that the child holds the key to peace in the

kingdom.
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A Summerin Boujacl ‘ : : :
Morocco [ 2021 | 120min '

L F
Seven years after the death of his mother,
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The Dragon SPC”
Ukraine | 2016 | 85min

get into trouble and now it depends only on
agon and return home from the magic world.

+ his courage, whether he can defeat the resurgent

B dr

Little Nicky, the son of the Tanner, a famous
strongman, has made up his mind, that he can
Despite warnings of his father, Nicky manages

Y to




The Adventures of Milo and Otis
Japan | 1986 | 76min

The story of two animals and their adventures.
Milo, the cat, and Ots, the dog, are two animals
who grow up together on the same farm. One
day, the two are separated and begin a journey
to find each other. The adventurous, and often
perilous quest finds the two animals travelling
across mountains, plains, and snow-covered
lands searching for one another.
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A puppy from Akita Prefecture 1s sent as a gift to
Professor Ueno of Tokyo University. Professor
Ueno loves the puppy very much and names him
Hachi. Professor goes to work by train everyday.
Hachi walks to the Station with the Professor
each morning and greets him in the evening, no
matter what the weather 1s. One day, Professor
Ueno has a stroke and passes away. His family
sells the house and moves to another city, but
Hachi keeps visiting the house and waiting at the
station, believing his master will return.

rﬂachiko
Japan | 1987 | 107min
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(Chhota Pheem and the Curse of Damiyaan
Y
India | 2024 | 145min

In the kingdom of Dholakpur, the young
and courageous Bheem, along with his
friends Chutki, Raju, Kalia, and others, face a
formidable challenge when the ancient demon
Damyaan threatens their homeland. Granted
mmmortality centuries ago, Damyaan seeks to
unleash darkness upon the world. Guided by
the wise Guru Shambhu, portrayed by Anupam
Kher, Bheem and his companions embark on
a perilous journey back in time to the city of
Sonapur. Their mission 1s to prevent Damyaan

from obtaining immortality, thereby altering the

course of history to safeguard their future.
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Troubadour Gedeone and his apprentice
Almerina seek refuge in a cave during a blizzard
and encounter an aging bear. To avoid harm,
Gedeone tells a tale of Leonce, a bear king
who embarks on a perilous journey to rescue
his kidnapped son, Tonio, from humans.
Facing threats from a malicious Grand Duc, a
magician, and fantastical dangers, Leonce unites
bears and humans in peace after defeating his
foes. However, the aging bear reveals the story’s
hidden truths, hinting at deeper secrets. The
travellers realise the tale 1s far more complex

than 1t seemed.
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The Bears‘ Famous ]nvasion oFSici!g
France, Italy | 2019 | 82min
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/uWeit Weg (Too [ar Awag}
Germany | 2019 | 89min

It 1s a touching German drama that explores
themes of friendship, identity, and belonging.
The story follows Ben, an 11-year-old boy, who
1s forced to leave his small hometown when his
family relocates to a bigger city. Struggling to
adapt to his new school and environment, Ben
meets Tariq, a Syran refugee of the same age.
Despite their different backgrounds, the two
bond over shared feelings of displacement and
a love for soccer. As their friendship grows,
they navigate cultural barriers and personal
challenges, discovering the strength of empathy
and understanding.
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The Fapcrcorns and the 5@cret of the DCCP 568
Germany | 2020 | 94min
1| zo7 [l

discovered a means of getting rid of plastic waste

¢ ¥ 1n the ocean.

Peppercorns, unite to find out who 1s behind the
* kidnapping of a missing oceanographer who has

An unbeatable team of five teenage friends, the
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The Other One
Czech Republic, Slovakia | 2024 | 85min

Fighteen-year-old Johanna struggles with her
role as a “glass child,” overshadowed by her
special-needs sibling. As she nears high school
graduation, she must choose between pursuing
her dreams or staying home to help her family.

Sv q%d A (SR 2AfFAE R sifawerelg
SR E | AARFAICET W (A (@GR ¢F
XS S FCH, Ao FCF, OIF ©I2 Al @R
o SIEARICA ol (S | T4 (7 VIS A
FeT RS 212, T ©IF ANCH 4o AT (A
T — G, F2 #[79] T4 &) A (A0S 20, Sl

IR B FAF & OIS IfSre Ao 20 |
(R I FACE?

Y

»
SPPOOBOES
P W

e

evoePEPES
Y'Y E X R R & J



o0
=
=l
~
~
[
(]
—
(3]
-
=
—
=
o
[
3]
w2
XA
3]
=
3]
-
=

36T A Bl S e 3 Fifef, 7 sl Siae
WRIRCEE (@A @ FECR | RBCE G
TEHRIE T7 ST F0 | OITF AR I O ©F,

G AT AT G GF7eT A @ |

STEIGIA WP T2 RS ACE F-F S19Az3e
B, IIAG OIS Y& F G * P [eeta 9

Thailand | 2023 | 90min
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Mantra Warrior: The Legend of the Eigh’c Moons

Veerapatra Jinanavin

epic battle to free her, aided by his brother, an

abducted by a galactic tyrant, a prince wages an
embattled king and a band of warriors.

A story inspired by the original Ramayana, 1s
retold mn a futuristic universe. When his wife 1s
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Mr. FOPPer’s Fcnguins
USA 2011 |94min

The story follows Tom Popper a successtul
but work-obsessed New York businessman
estranged from his family. When his late
father leaves him six live penguins as part of an
unusual nheritance, his life 1s turned upside
down. Initially planning to get rid of the birds,
Popper soon forms a bond with them as they
bring unexpected joy to his home and help him

reconnect with his two children and ex-wife,
Amanda.
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NATURE AND ENVIORNMENT

t times, I feel sorry for youngsters

born and growing up n our great
city today. For all the magical qualities of
modern technology, they grow up with
little or no contact with nature.

When we had grown up in the 1950's,
the city was a lot greener, with birdsongs
resounding and the streets less choked
with traffic and noise. Also, our parents
and grandparents had more time to
spend with us and told us stories from the
'‘Maneaters of Kumaon' or 'Boney Jangaley'
(In the Forest and Jungle) which were hot
favourites! Then there were occasional
visits to movie theaters to watch Walt
Disney, nature movies and others which
kept us spellbound.

But wait, nature might have receded
from our daily lives but there are other
resources which were unimagimable in
the earlier days. Bookstores and libraries
are well stocked with books on nature
which are reasonably priced. Audiovisual
resources are enormous. Filmmakers such
as David Attenborough, Steve Irwin, Jack
Hanna and many others have produced

Nature: A Friend Forever

Prasadranjan Ray||Writer

incredibly rich wildlife movies. Not only are many of these
available on television, these can be accessed on laptops and
even your cell phones, if you know where to look.

We are here with a small bouquet of nature films for you
to taste. They range from the evergreen children's classic
'‘Bambie!, through the eternal 'Free Willy' to recent classics
like 'March of the Penguins' and 'A Beautiful Planet'.

So, sit back, relax and enjoy! But please remember, this
habit 1s addictive!!!
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MOANA 2

USA,Canada| 2014 | 100min

The film follows Moana as she receives an
unexpected call from her wayfinding ancestors.
This summons leads her on a daring journey
to the far seas of Oceania, where she must
navigate dangerous, long-lost waters to break a
curse 1solating various islands. Reuniting with
the demigod Maui (voiced by Dwayne Johnson),
Moana assembles a diverse crew of seafarers,
mcluding new characters like her younger sister
Simea, to aid m her quest. The film explores
themes of unity, cultural heritage, and the
courage to venture beyond known horizons.
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LAssiE COME HOME
USA 1943 | 89min

Hard times came for Carraclough family and
they are forced to sell their dog to the rich Duke
of Rudling. However, Lassie, the dog, 1s unwilling
to leave young Joe Carraclough and sets out on
a long and dangerous journey in order to rejoin
him.
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BAMBI

USA | 1942 69min

In this Disney classic a young deer named Bambi
joins his new friends, a rabbit named Thumper
and a skunk named Flower, in exploring his
forest home. As a boy, he learns from his
doting mother and his father, the great Prince
of the forest, that there are dangers in the open
meadows where hunters can spot the animals,
and he meets a beautiful young doe named
Faline. As Bambi grows up, he learns that there
1s tragedy as well as beauty and joy in his forest
world and on the path to adulthood, especially
in the beautiful albeit exposed meadow.
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FREE WILLY

USA| 1993

When maladjusted orphan Jesse vandalizes a
theme park, he 1s placed with foster parents and
must work at the park to make amends. There
he meets Willy, a young Orca whale who has
been separated from his family. Sensing kinship,
they form a bond and, with the help of kindly
whale trainer Rae Lindley, they develop a routine
of tricks. However, the greedy park owner Dial
soon catches wind of the duo and makes plans
to profit from them. Will Jesse be able to free
Willy?

112min
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Rio 2

USA, Iraq, Canada|2014|101min

It's a jungle out there for Blu, Jewel, and their
three kids after theyre hurtled from Rio
de Janeiro to the wilds of the Amazon. Blu
encounters the revengeful Nigel who further
complicate the situation.
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EKTARA MUKTAMANCHA

atching a film at an open-air venue?

That’s just like enjoying a campfire
on a festive evening! At the outset, the
1dea of outdoor cinema may appear to be
shightly unusual, something that does not
adhere to our routine habit. Films and
cinema halls are as iseparable as tea and
the earthen cup. Then why try to change
the trend?

If we consider carefully, it will be
evident that films belong as much to an
open ground as in a movie theatre. Since
its inception as a medium, cinema has
sought to reach as many people as possible
and that planted the seeds of popular or
commercial films.

That’s why we are also descending to
the grounds, more specifically the open-air
Ektara Mancha beside Rabindra Sadan.
A popular film will be screened every
evening during the festival at the open air
venue. While watching a film, the evening
will slowly ‘dissolve’ into night. The silence
of a movie hall will be replaced by bits and
pieces of conversations from here and
there. People will walk by, some of them

Under the Open Sky

Samrat Mukhopadhyay || Writer

known, some unknown. Amidst all this, a viewer will discover
a new kind of chemistry with cinema. As someone applauds
a scene, or discusses about it in whispers with the person in
the next seat, or joins the chorus of exaltation evoked by a
favourite sequence, it will give birth to a new cine culture. It
might not be the culture of connoisseurs, but of commoners.
Some of the filmmakers of yesteryears also had the same
dream. There was a time when Films Division representatives
travelled from one place to another to show acclaimed films
and documentaries on screens set up on open fields. Many
clubs used to organize charity shows, installing open-air
screens. Filmmakers like Utpalendu Chakrbarty were at the
helm of a free film movement. Buddhadeb Dasgupta made
‘Swapner Din', a movie on a man who travels with a projector
to screen films in villages. In another film of his, a scene
depicts an open-air screening, where an intense close-up
sequence 1s disrupted by a fierce storm.

Shishu Kishore Akademi wants to weave the same dream
in these open-air shows. Who knows, one of the viewers of
these films might emerge as the harbinger of a new kind of
cinema suited for such open-air screenings. The films for
this section have been selected meticulously. From Sci-fi
to Football, Fairytale to mystery, comedy to treasure hunt-
every genre has been included.

All we need for the ‘campfire’ to start 1s a bunch of
Children, sitting in a circle....
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. T . the [T xtra- | errestrial
USA|[1982| 115min

After a gentle alien becomes stranded on Earth,
he 1s discovered and befriended by a 10-year-
old boy named Elliott. Bringing him mto his
suburban California house, Elliott introduces
E.T., as he 1s dubbed, to his brother, Michael,
and sister, Gertie, and they decide to keep his
existence a secret. Soon, however, he falls ill,
resulting in government intervention and a dire
situation for both him and Ellott.
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Sonar Kella

India| 1974

The story begins with Mukul, a young boy who
vividly recalls memories of a past life, including
a golden fortress and hidden treasures. His
claims attract media attention and the mterest
of two conmen who plan to kidnap him for
the treasure. Detective Feluda , along with his
cousin Topshe and writer Jatayu, 1s hired to
protect Mukul and uncover the truth behind
his visions. Their investigations lead them on an
adventurous journey to Rajasthan, where they
navigate deserts, palaces, and danger. The film
climaxes at the Sonar Kella (Golden Fort).

[l 223 ]
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Rob Mainkoff

§ Simba, a young lion prince, flees his kingdom
after the murder of his father, Mufasa. Years
later, a chance encounter with Nala, a lioness,
causes him to return and take back what is
rightfully his.

The | ion King
USA 1994 | 88min

Roger Allers
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Chaplin's first full-length feature 1s a silent
masterpiece about a little tramp who discovers
a little orphan and brings him up but 1s left
desolate when the orphanage reclaims him.
Chaplin directed, produced and starred in the
film.

USA 1921 | 68min
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India| 2003

150 years in the past, Aghor Sen, a genius
scientist living m the willage of Nischintipur
mvents a device that generates sound waves
which can put any living being to sleep. The alien
Vik exiled from the planet Nyapcha, lands with
his space shuttle on earth, gets to know about
the machine & tries to steal it. Aghor puts him
to sleep. After 150 years Dr. Bhootnath Nondy
finds Aghor Sen's diary mentioning this device.
Several interested parties go in search of a sleep-
generating machine. However, a little boy Kartik
1s named the scientist's heir and becomes his
legacy.

Fatalghar

141min
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SHORT FILMS

he fascinating fact about the history of

Short Film 1s that it is as old as the
history of Cinema itself. The earliest films,
such as the 'Arrival of a Train at La Ciotat'
(1896) by the famous Lumiere Brothers,
are clips of very short duration which
were shown to the public using projecting
devices.

Of course, these were short movies by
default as the technology and concepts
were at a developing stage. The short
ruled the roost for some years till feature-
length movies entered the scene with
elaborate narrative and character sketches.
However, it witnessed revivals from time
to time In various avatars, such as silent
comedies like Charlie Chaplin’s "The
Tramp', 'A Dog’s Life' (1915) and many
others, and cartoon/animation movies,
starting with 'Steamboat Willie' (1928) and
other Walt Disney productions.

Alongside commercial ventures, short
movies have since emerged as a vehicle of
experimental film-making as they can be
made in limited budgets, offering more
freedom to directors to bring their novel

Of Endless Possibilities

Sunandita Dasgupta || Jt. Director, [&CA

1deas on screen. The evolution of the movie camera gave
an impetus to the short film revolution. With the advent
of digital cameras and new technology, followed by the
smartphones-in-every-pocket, has made short films an easy
game for anyone with a basic sense about the audio-visual
medium. You can shoot a film with your phone, edit with
the help of an App and uploaded it on a streaming website.
Lo and Behold!

The Official Selection of Short Films at the 11th KICFF
promises to be an enriching collection. The 20 movies from
seven countries, of durations of 2 minutes to 30 minutes, deal
with a range of subjects and employ a variety of techniques. A
child who faces a tough choice, a beetle rendered homeless
by humans, children stuck in a war-ravaged region, an
overworked robot, two brothers who aspire to be footballers-
the films will tell their stories and more.

Here’s hoping that while watching the films, the young
delegates to the festival will also learn to appreciate the power
of brevity. Maybe some of them will be inspired enough to
try their hands mn creating short films, and considering the
fact that many celebrated filmmakers started their career
with shorts, the possibilities are endless!
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sHOR FILMs

Tomorrow is not like Today

Iran | 2024 | 27min

Director: Seyed Mehdi Karbasi
Hit by a teacher for no fault of
his own, Reza Forougmand,
wants to leave his school. The
visit of a strict school inspector
provides an opportunity to
raise a complaint. But when he
comes to know that the school
1s already facing the threat of
being closed down, Reza faces
a difficult choice.
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Damiji

Iran | 2024 | 2min

Director: Nazanin Chitsaz

A short but strong message on
the urgent need to conserve

water and protect the planet
EFarth, emphasizing the crucial
role of youngsters in that
endeavour.
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The Sound of Clouds

Iran | 2024 | 4min

Director : Mohammad Lotfali
A Digital 2D animation film
on the suffering of children
m Gaza amud the conflict n
Middle East. The Film shows
children writing their names on
their hands so that they can be
recognized in case of death.
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Ugly

Russia| 2024 | 7min

Director: Maria Odintsova
A lonely scientist, left alone on
an alien planet, lights up with
the idea of creating a friend for
himself, but the experiment
does not go according to plan.
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Story

Morocco | 2021 | 19min

Director: Mohamed Bouhari
Every night, a fisherman tells
his young son about his heroic
adventures against the ‘beasts’
of the sea, continuing a never-
ending story. One day, the
child discovers that the truth 1s
something else.
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Ukraine | 2023 | 6min Saudade Y PACR |
Director: Oleksandr Viken Poland | 2023 | 17min Come Back to My Shelf

After a tropical storm, all the
eggs get mixed up. Now there

Director: Wojciech Pokorski
In the face of a looming trauma

Russia | 2023 | 8min
Director: Marina Zinkevich

1s a turtle living 1n a family of
toucan birds. The turtle wants
to learn to fly like its parents.
Seeing the unsuccesstul
attempts, the birds discuss
whether it should be told that it
1s adopted.
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a nine-year-old girl brings her
family together by holding
Christmas Eve in the middle of
the summer. Saudade: a happy
memory that causes pain, “the
love that remains”.
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A father and daughter live in
a world where everyone has a
locker i their chest for storing
their good memories. One day
Dad leaves and the girl stops
replenishing her shelves with
bits of new memories.
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Ael'l'a|lSt . Poland | 2023 | 25min Radio Interference
Russia | 2024 | 7min Director: Mikotaj Janik Russia | 2024 | 5min

Director: Anna Kuzina
A saleswoman 1n a textile store

Tucja tries to restore her son’s Director: Aleksey Pochivalov

finds her monotonous life 1s
bemg illuminated by a dream
after she comes across a group
of gymnasts and watches them
performing amazing acrobatics.

health and wash away her guilt
for the events of the past. The
harder she ftries, the thinner
the lines become between
motherhood and = wviolence,
reality and nightmare.
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A little robot works night and
day to make a radio work, until
one day he decides to take an
off and discovers the world.
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Grandpa Mazay and the

Sunbunnies

Russia | 2024 | 6min

Director: Kristina Shcherbakova
Only the sunbunnies will help
folk tale hero Grandpa Mazay
get 1id of huge thunderclouds
that are out of control.
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Pathshala

India | 2021 | 20min

Director: Sauvik Pandit
A father discusses a range of
topics with his son, who 1s of
school going age. Answering
the mnocent queries of the
boy, the father teaches him

values, morals and life lessons.
‘The fhlm’s premse 1s that
parents can educate their child
about right and wrong, helping
them grow up as good human
beings. Their words form the
first “Pathshala” (School) for a
child.
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Footballer
Iran | 30min
Director;: Amirhossain Osivand

The story of Abolfzal Asadi 14,
and Ali Asadi 11, two brothers
of a hinancially struggling family
from a village in a hilly region of
Iran. They work as construction
labourers or do other menial
jobs to make ends meet and
play football whenever they
get time. Really passionate
about the game, they search
for avenues to be professional
footballers, while continuing to
practise their bicycle kicks with
hope i their hearts.
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The Angel
Iran | 27min
Director: Mahdi Zananpor Kisari

Little Zahra lives happily with
her blind parents in the chaotic
conditions of Syria. This 7-year-
old child owes her happy
demeanor to her parents,
whom she calls “angels sent by
God” as a gift.
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Angels Never back on

Earth

Iran | 19min

Director: Reza Golami Motiagh
The coronavirus epidemic
and the understanding and
recognition of this virus from
the pomt of view of children
are depicted in this mteresting
documentary.
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even without having to tolerate

(ATF G2 ORI T @ it 3 wARE Sied other people's annoying habits.
The problem is you can't kill

<0 1o e 41 2CACR it [{ivee B0 07, O <D somebody just because they
Weeds #IRCS BT ST, (A (O 41 | chew too loudly. But in this

Czech Republic | 2024
Director: Pola Kazak

Far, far away, endless helds

13min

ammated world, you can make
all your dark wvisions of fatal
revenge a reality.

Hello Summer
Czech Republic | 2024 | 1 1min
Directors: Santana, V Zacharova

overgrown with weeds stretch
to nfinity. A beautiful garden
1s hidden in the muddle of
them, and it 1s carefully looked
after by the Gardener. Her
endurance 1s put to test when
a severe storm breaks out and
her garden 1is flooded with
seeds of weeds.
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Writing Home
Czech Republic | 2024 | 12min
Director: Eva Matejovicova

Sea, sun, beaches and family
holidays. Just pick your dream
destination from the catalogue,
pack your bags and hit the
road. But what 1f the hotel 1sn't
as stellar as promised, your
room has a bit of a naughty
view, the dinner 1s surprisingly
exotic and your luggage travels
mdependently. Family above
all.
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Shorts From The Box

Modern Times

Hungary | 2024 | 18min

Director; Geza M. T'oth
The last blue-headed
matchstick left in an old
matchbox pops out and goes

A bark beetle girl, who should IO 2T G2 COTSNE Fcaret e on its journey. After three short
be spending her days relaxing S T, A T A 2 adventures it always ends up m
i a forest, sees her world ) the same place, it returns to the
upended when a fire separates Humanity same box, but never in the same

Czech Republic | 2024 | 8min

Director: Tereza Kovandova
Dark comedy about something
we all do-we hate other people
for trivial reasons. Life 1s hard

Il 133 ||

way. The trilogy is a tribute to
Chaplin's classics with its style
of object-animated burlesque.
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her from her family and traps
her in a city where all the
dangers are gigantic.
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Hungary| 2024 | 12min
Director: Szandra Pataki

Albert's life 1s orderly, he is
efficient and punctual mm his
work, he 1s always a worker
of the month, satisfied with
himself. His only problem s that
his colleagues haven’t noticed
his captivating personality yet.
He does his best to help the
everyday lives of those around
him with his experiences. He
draws attention out loud when

they’re litterng, remarks if

there’s a mess on their desk,
and doesn’t hesitate to tell
his boss how he could work
more efficiently. The film
shows  Albert’s personality
development  through  his
peculiar perceptionist
worldview, where life 1s like a
huge tetris game.
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FIERY FOX
Russia | 2024 | 84min
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Fiery Fox 1s a documentary film about a young

red fox named Wind who survives a bear
4 attack and finds love 1in the Kronotsky Reserve
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Russia. The film explores the harsh

realities of nature and the spirit of animals that

. In eastern
persevere.
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ALIPORE ZOO THE BEAUTIFUL ANIMALS OF ZOOLIGICAL GARDEN
India|2022 | 175min

This documentary movie shows the vast rare
and exotic collection of animals at the Zoological
Garden Alipore Kolkata and is spread over five
volumes. Zoological Garden Alipore Kolkata
plays an important role in conserving many
endangered species of animals and 1s also a
heritage site of the state of West Bengal and
India. This documentary movie aims at raising
consciousness amongst the mass about the
endangered animals shown in the movie, thereby
highlighting the importance of zoological gardens
and gives a brief description about each animal
of the zoo and its endangered status.
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‘Ladakh Chale Rickshawala’ stands on three
journeys: A rickshaw puller’s journey from
Kolkata to Ladakh, traversing 3000Km through
the heart of Northen India, crossing the different
cultures of the multihued country in his tri-cycle
Rickshaw, a filmmaker and her team’s journey to
make a film on the rickshaw puller’s mammoth
journey to Ladakh with very meagre financial
resources and the journey of the rickshaw
puller’s wife to survive with her daughter in spite
of her husband’s tremendous wanderlust. How
will they reach their destinations?
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LADAKH CHOLE RICKSHAWALA
India| 2019 |64min

oM I IB e oo & fon bl i foca
2 wooo ARG #12 #IfG My FoFrel (AT
MY CATcRlRee | fof s s safeem eds,
TeRetr, JeeE | [Afen wiwe ¢ oim Acghen
ARG ol I @2 A@ioe | SAfRBERE 2@l
bES 6 SfF e 2 RifE I@iviS dfegereld
See ©fb-a7 M 9oa «eafE W | @2 T
T bes At B OF g (S e

i Sifocace enfefe Smftam ey 1AM Be
TNeTE G foats I 8 GREEE FA

qCeTCR |

Il 238 |]]



»
~

A7

'\/‘k@/d/

0
I

4

CINCHONA, A QUEST FOR RENEWAL
India| 2024 | 14min

The flm throws light on the evolution of a
relationship between the Cinchona plantation in
Mongpu hills in Darjeeling Himalayas and the
local mhabitants who continue to protect and
deeply care for the abandoned plantation while
remaining reverentially mindful of the benefits
derived in the form of Quinine. This is a story
of an underlying message of environmental
commitments and finally a story of unremitting
hope sustained through indifferent times while
firmly looking for a better future.
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Set in Botswana’s Okavango Delta, it follows the
gripping story of Ma di Tau, a lioness forced to
protect her cubs after her pride 1s decimated by
rival lions. Driven from her territory, she faces
relentless threats from predators, including
hyenas, buffalo, and her own kind. The film
captures her harrowing journey as she fights to
survive and secure a future for her offspring in
an unforgiving wilderness.
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THE LAST LIONS
USA, Botswana| 2011 | 88min
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BIG MIRACLE
USA, UK |2012]107min

Set in 1988, the film follows Adam Carlson, a
small-town reporter in Alaska, who discovers

three gray whales trapped under rapidly

forming 1ce. His news story captures national
attention, drawing Rachel Kramer, a passionate
Greenpeace activist, local Inuit communities and
mternational governments. Together, they race
against time to free the whales before the ice seals
their fate. With heartwarming performances and
a message of unity.
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Calcutta-born ~ wildhife  filmmaker  Ashwika
Kapur, sets out on a deeply personal quest to
uncover the roots of an illegal wildlife hunting
festival in the forests of her home in Bengal. In
a defiant act of hope, Ashwika teams up with
conservationist Suvra Chatterjee, to ignite change
where 1t matters most-in the hearts of children
within these hunting communities.

CATAPULTS TO CAMERAS
India | 2024 | 40min
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Mobile Film

SHWETA PELO LOTTERY-SWETA SAHA
BLUE LIGHT-SHAWON RAKSHIT
OLIVER TWIST-KEL SHANG
FANTASY OF RONI-ANUBHUTT JANA & RONI
ICHCHHE-TISTA DEY
MON PALLETTE-ANTARIP GHOSH

FOX AND THE CRAB-PURBI NAIYA
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ikolay Yankov C-7/5, Vasant Vihar
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary  New Delhi 110057
sy of the Republic of Bulgaria

Chandragupta Marg, Chanakyapuri Ms. Kathy Giles-Diaz

0021 The Consul General of
The United States of America
eksandr Polishchuk American Centre

ssador Extraordinay and Plenipotentiary 38A, Jawaharlal Nehru Road

Embassy of Ukraine Kolkata - 700 071
C-6/5, Vasant Vihar,
New Delhi-110057 The Director
British Council Division
H.E. Mr. Denis Alipov L & T Chambers, First Floor
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 16 Camac Street
Embassy of the Russian Federation Kolkata - 700 017
50-F, Shantipath, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi-110021 Ms. Astrid Wege
The Director
H.E. Mr. Mohammed Maliki Max Mueller Bhavan, Park Mansions, Gate 4
Ambassador 57A, Park Street Kolkata-700016

Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco
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SPECIAL THANKS/[[[HIIII]

Mr. Nicolas FACINO

The Director

Alhance Francaise du Bengale
57 A Park Street, Park Mansions
Gate 3, Flat 15

Kolkata-700 016

Mr. Xu Wei

The Consul General

Consulate of People’s Republic of China
EC-72, Sector-1, Salt Lake City

Kolkata - 700064

Ms. SIRIPORN TANTIPANYATHEP
The Consul General of Thailand

18B, Mandeville Gardens

Kolkata - 700 019

andra Biernacka

rnational Relations

Gdylska Szkola Filmowa | Gdynia Fi
Plac Grunwaldzki 2, 81-372 Gdynia, Polan(%i

Inna Pugachenkova
KARANDASH Animation Studio
Kyiv, Ukraine

Anastasia Tverdokhlebova

International Projects Manager

SMF Animation / SMF L1.C

Alexandra Sholudko

SMF Animation Studio (Soyuzmultfilm)

127427, Russia, Moscow, Alademika Koroliyova
St, 21 bld. 1

Renate Zylla

Festival Agent
Havelberger Str. 29
10559 Berlin - Germany
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Riders s.r.o.
Branicks | 52
147 00 Praha 4

Vladimir Labutin, CMO ROSKINO
14, Kalashny lane Moscow, 125009, Russia

Soureh Cinema Organization

Unit 2, 3rd FLR, No 16, Sazesh st.,
Valiasr sq., Tehran, IRAN

Postal Code: 1595814781

Alireza Shahrokhi
7th ART Independent Film Distribution
#1, Nilofar Alley, Amirnia St. Khosroabadi Ave.
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N.Mapdiyeh.

Tehran .Iran

Barbora Lochmanova
Festival Relations

Czech Film Center
Dukelskych hrdin 530/47
170 00 Praha 7

KATALIN VAJDA
Festival manager

H-1145 Budapest, Réna u. 174

Scorewiin LLP and R. Shah Entertainment
1-5/2/56, Shastrinager, Naranpura
Ahmedabad, Gurat - 380 063

Windows Production
10H, Manohar Pukur, 2nd Lane,
Kolkata - 700029
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Mr. Abhay Tantiya

Angel Digital Pvt. Ltd.

1, Acharya Jagdish Chandra Bose Rd,
Kolkata - 700 020

Mr. Debasish Mukherjee
(Patalghar Movie)

30, SK Deb Road, 5th Bye Lane
Kolkata - 700 048

ACL Movies
Doodhpither Gachh (Movie)

AFX mation
98 Regent Place, Ramkuthi, Kolkata, Westbengal,
Kolkata - 700040

Ms. Ashwika Kapur
Wildlife & Natural History Filmmaker

SVF Entertainment
1858, Rajdanga Main Rd, Shantipally,
Sector B, Fast Kolkata Township,
Kolkata - 700107

Surinder Films
Biowonder, Unit 1201, 12th floor,
789 Anandapur Main Road, Eastern
Metropolitan Bypass,

Kolkata, West Bengal 700107

Sony Pictures Entertainment

Mumbai

Green Gold Animation Pyt Ltd

11th Floor, The Platina, A-Block, Kondapur
Main Road,

APHB Colony, Jayabheri Enclave, Gachibowli,
Hyderabad, Telangana 500032
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